Dear CCI Assessment Subcommittee:
This and other attached documents contain information to aid our discussion of possible vetting criteria for Distance Learning (D) courses as requested by CCI. Please find below the following:

1. CCI minutes excerpt to provide context for request 

2. This web link to a resource TELR is working on to help faculty answer the question, "What is entailed in teaching online?"  (Caveat: work in progress.) The tour of eLearning Technologies is interesting: http://telr.osu.edu/teachonline/ 

--Kate

1.

Excerpt from 1/30/09 approved CCI minutes:

Distance Learning Discussion (guests: Joanne Dehoney, Mike Mangino,  Melissa Beers, Tom Nygren, Ellen Furlong) see attachments

A. (Dehoney) 2006 committee defined Distance Learning (D) as courses taught 100% at a distance with no meetings. Hybrid defined as 70% distance and up to 30% meeting. (Q designation, which does not appear in academic handbook.) A standard recommended by committee but not fully implemented.

1. What are D and Q criteria? Defined by % being taught at a distance. Where are there? In 2006 committee report. Dehoney to send to C&A Office to be distributed to CCI. % OBoR Ohio Learning Network adopted these standards and committee decided to adopt this as a standard. Other places have a 50/50 split, which can results in saving classroom resources.

a. Is flexible accessibility part of the definition? Synchronous vs. Asynchronous work is not part of committees recommended definition.

b. If a podcast is available, is that DL?  If students are not required to be there then it is considered distance.

2. Criteria have been developed and are on TELR web site. Dehoney to send. TELR currently running workshops to help faculty. TELR is well-suited to consult with single faculty developing courses, but not as well suited to assist larger efforts. 

B. 6 DE programs, designed developed and implemented by a department or college. See Moser 2002 committee report handout outlines DE questions and where one can find support and answers. Programs are listed on TELR web site as a service to students looking for DE courses. 

C. The E-Learning Strategies committee is working now, charged by Alutto, 9 faculty members looking at e-learning generally including how technology supports learning in classroom. Report due in late February and university community will have opportunity to widely vet the report.

D. Psych D course: from Columbus campus. Sociology in Mansfield would like to put together a distance learning for their campus and wanted to know about approval process. Is there anything different about the mode of delivery that would keep it from achieving a GEC learning outcome? Psych has all same requirements, uses same assessment tools and has same asmt plan as classroom-based courses. Students are held accountable for same work, including embedded testing, reflection papers, surveys and no significant differences have been noted in student learning. This lack of difference is well-documented in literature, but it is highly dependent on communication between faculty and students, translating live cues to on-line communication cues. If the course is well-designed, no significant learning outcomes are noted.

E. Theatre 100: syllabus p 2: note on live performance viewing choice – are students exempt from seeing a play on campus? To date, no one has been unable to come to campus to see a show, but eliminating geographical boundaries changes expectations. Someone in another state would have to document and get approval for a live performance from instructor. Another challenge has been facilitating group work, but has thus far been successful.  A perception is also that regional campus students can be taking Columbus D courses thus decreasing their enrollments. “Poaching” can go both ways, or at least the perception thereof.

F. Writing courses: could efficacy of GEC requirements come into question? Currently no different approval process for D courses at ASC college and CCI levels. There many ways to develop ways to facilitate and assess oral presentations on line.

G. Art Education: How did Clayton Funk move a completely face to face class to completely on-line (AE 160) (send to CCI) Tripled enrollment on line and increased enrollment in lecture. Students talking more on line and are more involved. Much discourse on student groupwork. Lectures are not just lectures anymore; students do eurythmic practice and groupwork as well as projects. Appraising an art form is one way to evaluate with careful rubrics. In future students will assess each other’s work using the rubrics thus developing a better critical understanding of the evaluation of others work. This evaluation process can be evaluated as well. D course has a lot of identity formation (through interactive places for discourse, increased access to media via the internet, group work places) which has been extensively proven to improve student learning. Student learning styles play into D choices. Asynchronous teaching is an advantage for many students as well as discussion because many students will discuss more in an on line environment. On line lectures can take many formats (describe)

Q: Assessment rubrics: Do we need additional approval for D courses as distance learning becomes more pervasive? Would it be right to call for separate approval for D courses? Comment: instructor does not feel it necessary because learning outcomes data showed no difference. Unique delivery modes can have same learning results. Alternative section of a standardized class (assignments, exams) alternative method of delivery with same learning results. Demand from students have sustained this course. As D learning increases, concern that there is no separate approval process. 1500 students taking Psych 100, 100 on line AE 160 350 on line, 200 in lecture in AU 300 in lecture, 650 total students SPH has huge summer on line institute program – against approval process and in favor of an assessment process. This would avoid curricular drift and we have an ongoing GEC assessment process

Q: How do you assess someone in a real distance learning situation? (i.e. not coming in for exams) Sylvan learning centers will proctor exams on location as well as other proctoring networks Another possibility is adapting exams.


Q: Workload difference? Putting on line course together is more work. 

Motion to institute an approval process for D courses value in sharing information

Q: How does handoff of D courses occur? Carmen facilitates the capitalization of resources with regard to handing off D courses to new instructors. Instructors can use these to modify as desired. Could recorded lectures be used over and over? What are the implications for intellectual property and investment rights and copyright for work.

Q: What proportion of a total major or minor could be done through DL? Art Ed has a Masters program on line with 2 summer residencies of one week each, 8 hours a day.

Comment: Not in favor of an approval process because that would entail a new administrative process, but would prefer a regular reporting process. There is a need to respect the faculty members right to change the delivery system. 

TELR- difficult to get a handle on student experiences. However, assessment data is being collected by the courses.

Service Learning outcomes are different and vetted by specific roundtable, while D courses have the same learning outcomes as the existing course. D courses need not be versions of existing courses. Assessment of D courses in particular can highlight additional benefits of these courses.

Suggestion for those already offering courses to develop a web page for what works with a distance learning course. Dehoney has a set of criteria (Quality Matters) to send.

Can this investigation be assigned to assessment subcommittee?  Yes.

Distance Learning Information gathered in response to last CCI discussion/questions

Draft minutes excerpt:

a. Distance Learning

i. Collecting enrollment data on GEC DL courses 

(table attached to 1/30 agenda site)

ii. Would like syllabi 
(several have been requested)

iii. Looking for information on what constitutes DL courses so CCI can examine possibility of codification and evaluation of DL courses 
(Joanne Dehoney will respond to this in more detail at the 1/30 meeting)

iv. If any members have taught or know of DL courses in units, members are asked to contact Chris with this information

v. If totally on line, how many have an initial face to face meeting?

(answer from Registrar:  In general distance learning courses do follow the university schedule.  The 'how' they do it is completely up to them, but a fairly common format would be to have the course listed as arranged, but also give specific meeting dates for when students do need to come to campus - these are usually for an orientation date, and maybe exam dates.  Typically they are beginning and ending the according to the academic calendar.)
vi. What is the subsidy level for a DL course? Same as a traditional course?

YES and this will not change with SIS..
vii. Development of DL learning at regionals – who takes these and who has jurisdiction?

(Submitted data request. Also, TELR helps with course development.) 
1. Comment: Chemistry courses offered as hybrid, was vetted and approved by Columbus Chemistry Curriculum  Cmte and in principle are still trying to maintain scrutiny over these things and this should continue. Proposals still need to come to College CCs.

viii. In-state vs. Out of state students

(Submitted data request.)
ix. Do DL courses follow university schedule? If so how? What are typical start/end dates

(See answer to point v. above)
x. How do CIC share course fit into DL schedules?

(Answer from Registrar: CIC share courses normally would involve the student actually going to the other campus to take the course.  When OSU students enroll in this manner, they enroll with a dummy placeholder on their OSU record so that they are charged fees at Ohio State while not in residence.  While some of the courses could be distance learning, I suspect that the majority involve the student taking up residence at the other institution for that one term.  If a student enrolls at OSU within the CIC share program, they would have to enroll in a distance learning course or be forced to come to our campus.)
(My question: will suffixes such as “D” change in SIS system and if so how? Registrar’s answer:   What were formerly suffixes in legacy will be replaced by either Instruction Modes or Course Attributes in PeopleSoft. ) 
 

More “D”  info

Hybrid courses

Yes, we frequently work with faculty who are moving their courses to hybrid mode and are happy to do seminars on the topic.  In fact we have two workshops coming up that will be announced soon -- one an overview of the considerations for taking a course online for those who are wondering about it but haven't made the leap, the other a workshop for those who are ready to get started.

I'll get back to you on the Webcast - we will very likely be showing it in the D.U.

Thanks,
Joanne

D/ Subsidy levels now and in SIS – no change

Responding to the Registrar/Scheduling questions...
 

1) In general distance learning courses do follow the university schedule.  The 'how' they do it is completely up to them, but a fairly common format would be to have the course listed as arranged, but also give specific meeting dates for when students do need to come to campus - these are usually for an orientation date, and maybe exam dates.  Typically they are beginning and ending the according to the academic calendar.
 

2) CIC share courses normally would involve the student actually going to the other campus to take the course.  When OSU students enroll in this manner, they enroll with a dummy placeholder on their OSU record so that they are charged fees at Ohio State while not in residence.  While some of the courses could be distance learning, I suspect that the majority involve the student taking up residence at the other institution for that one term.  If a student enrolls at OSU within the CIC share program, they would have to enroll in a distance learning course or be forced to come to our campus.
 

3) No.  What were formerly suffixes in legacy will be replaced by either Instruction Modes or Course Attributes in PeopleSoft.  
 

